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Introduction
7 Marks of a Mature Christian is a short, simple and practical
Bible study guide for ordinary Christians. It is by no means
an exhaustive analysis of all the characteristics of mature
Christians nor is it an in-depth study of theology. On the
contrary, it is intentionally kept short, simple and practical for
ordinary Christians.
My aim with this book is to teach about the seven most
essential characteristics of mature Christians and encourage
the readers to develop these characteristics in their lives. It
is designed as a group study guide to be used in Bible study
groups, cell groups and house churches. It can also be used
by pastors and preachers as a resource for their sermons on
these seven characteristics. Each unit of the book contains a
short teaching on one of these seven marks, practical
questions for group discussion and a relevant song or hymn
to be sang by the group.
I would like to encourage you to study each chapter
prayerfully and ask the Holy Spirit to develop these
characteristics in you. The ultimate goal shall not be just to
gain information but to know God, love God and serve God
with all we are and all we have.
I pray that God will use this little bookl to make you a more
mature, wise and committed follower of Christ. I pray that as
you grow in your understanding, faith and commitment to
Jesus, God shall be glorified in and through your life more
and more.
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1. Christ centred
The first and most important mark of a mature Christian is
being Christ centred. He passionately loves, honours and
obeys Christ. He will go everywhere Christ sends and will do
everything Christ asks.
Christianity is actually a belief in Christ and its focus is only
on Christ Himself. The words and deeds of Christ are the
primary basis of Christianity. Everything Christ said and did
are both the standard and also the constitution of Christian
faith and life. Thus Christianity is Christ-ianity.
In our post-modern culture, some people understand
Christianity as a human-centred, all inclusive and charity
based religion. According to them, Christianity is more about
doing good to others, loving and accepting all people and
not judging anybody than Christ Himself. There are also the
others, for whom Christianity is all about their heritage and
traditions. They would think that as long as they keep their
traditions, they would make good Christians. However the
truth is Christianity is about Christ only. His full life, death
and resurrection. If your Christianity is not based on Christ
then you are not really Christian.
In Antioch, the early believers were called “Christian” (Act
11:26). I believe that was because of their radically Christ
centred faith and practice not because of their traditions,
heritage or any other reason.
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The entire Bible focuses on Christ
The Old Testament points to Christ who was going to come
as a child and rule on David's throne as the “Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God” (Isa 9:6-7).
The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke John) record the
words and deeds of this long expected Christ.
The rest of the New Testament (Acts – Revelation) tells how
the early Christians interpreted and applied Christ's
teachings and followed Christ's example.
Father God had appointed Christ as King and gave all
authority to Him (Mat 7:28-29; 28:18; Joh 5:26-27; Col 2:9)
and exalted Him to the highest position (Phil 2:9-11).
The Holy Spirit also honours Christ and point us to Him
(John 15:26-27).
Christ points to Himself as the only way and truth (Joh 14:6),
resurrection and life (Joh 11:25-26), bread of life (Joh 6:35),
the good shepherd (Joh 10:1-18) and the source of life,
fruitfulness and joy (John 15:1-11).
Peter preached that Jesus is the cornerstone, the only
mediator between God and man and the only saviour (Act
4:12).
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Questions for discussion
1. Unfortunately, in our post-modern Western world,
many people are called Christian not because of their
exclusive commitment to Christ but because of their
commitment to Christian traditions, heritage,
denominations, Christian celebrities such as popular
preachers, authors and singers. What is your
position? Are you a Christian because of your
traditions, culture, education etc. or because of your
radical commitment to Christ?
2. Christianity is actually Christ-ianity, a Christ centred
life where all is about Christ. To what extend are you
Christ centred? To what extend are your daily
decisions based on Christ or is it based on the
wisdom and traditions of this world?
3. Discuss the implications of Colossians 3:1-4 for your
life.
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In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
--Stuart Townend & Keith Getty
http://www.stuarttownend.co.uk/song/in-christ-alone/
Access date: 05 June, 2014.
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2. Bible based
As Jesus Christ is the only focus and Lord of Christian faith
and living, the Bible is their only authentic and accurate
basis.
A mature Christian bases all his belief, practice, visions and
expectations on the Bible. For him, the Bible is not just a
good book, but it is the book in all spiritual matters. It is
God's only written word to humanity. Knowing this, a mature
Christian continuously studies and obeys the Bible. He
spends more time in reading, understanding and obeying the
Bible than studying any other material.
All of the Bible (both the Old Testament and the New
Testament) is inspired word of God and “profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16).
In fact, the Bible is the only reliable, inspired, authoritative
and complete record of God's revelation to mankind. In the
Bible God introduces Himself, explains His salvation plan,
announces His kingdom and shows us the way. Biblical
prophecy also informs us about what is to come. All we need
to know about God, salvation and future are in the Bible.
Thus, any extra-biblical revelation which is not contained in
the Bible is neither accepted nor regarded as authoritative
by the mature Christian.
The Bible is a lamp onto the feet, and light onto the path of
the mature Christian (Psalm 119:105). Therefore, he
meditates on the Word of God day and night and he is
7

careful to obey it as God instructed (Jos 1:8).
I think one of the best definitions of a mature Christian is
found in Psalms 1:1-3;
“Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of the LORD,
and on his law he meditates day and night.
He is like a tree planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.”
On the contrary and very sadly, in our post-modern
generation, lesser and lesser Christians really read and
study the Bible. Today many Christians do not even seem to
know where is the book of Zephaniah in the Bible or how
many books are there in the Old Testament. It seems that
their faith is not based on the Bible but based on what they
hear from pastors, TV evangelists, youtube videos and
popular books.
The truth is if you do not base all you believe and practice
on the Bible, then you run the risk of being carried away by
all kinds of silly myths, tales and rumours of wonders. Then
you may end up believing in and practising something which
God never said.
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Questions for discussion
1. To what extend are your faith and life based on the
Bible? To what extend do you allow extra-biblical
wisdom and revelations to influence your faith and
actions?
2. Are you a liberal Christian who describes the Bible as
a good religious book with some truth and some false
information or a radical Christian who believes and
obeys the entire Bible?
3. What are the meaning and implications of Psalms
19:7-11?
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How Great Thou Art
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
When through the woods, and forest glades I wander,
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees.
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
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When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!"
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, How great Thou art!
--By Carl Bobert
http://hymnlyrics.org/mostpopularhymns/howgreatthouart.html.
Access date: 24 February, 2014.
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3. Dependent on the Holy Spirit
As the Bible is God's only written word for mankind, the Holy
Spirit is God's empowerment for the followers of Christ.
A mature Christian knows that without the Holy Spirit he
cannot even acknowledge Jesus as His Lord (1 Cor 12:3).
Thus he is is totally dependent on the Holy Spirit to believe,
follow and serve Christ and witness about Him.
The Holy Spirit is the Helper that Jesus promised (Joh
14:26). He teaches us all things, reminds us Jesus words
and helps us understand the Bible (1 Cor 2:10-16).
Great empowerment for the great commission
Jesus commissioned us to proclaim the Gospel and to
perform the signs that characterise it (Mat 28:19-20; Mar
16:15). However, it is absolutely impossible for any of us to
do these in our own strength. We desperately need the Holy
Spirit's supernatural empowerment.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and to the end of the
earth” (Act 1:8, ESV 2011).
The Holy Spirit empowers us with various gifts to perform
the supernatural signs of the Kingdom of God (1 Cor 12:111).
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Peter was a fearful man as he denied Jesus three times out
of fear. However, when the Holy Spirit has come upon him,
the same Peter could preach the Gospel boldly and about
3000 souls were saved (Act 2:1-41).
Stephen was called into ministry as he was filled with the
Holy Spirit (Act 6:5). Later on, in the power of the Holy Spirit,
Stephen boldly testified about Jesus and was stoned to
death. Even during the moment of death the Holy Spirit was
with him (Act 7:54-60).
Without the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, even at our
very best, we can only be as good as a cowardly Peter
denying Jesus. However, with the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit, we can fulfil the great commission.
Fruit of the Spirit
We can produce the fruit of the Spirit that is “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Gal 5:22), only if we walk by the
Holy Spirit. Without Him, the fruit of our lives will be the
desires of our flesh such as sexual immorality, idolatry and
jealousy.
Thus a mature Christian is totally dependent on the Holy
Spirit to believe, to understand the Bible, to minister and to
produce the fruit of the Spirit.
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Questions for discussion
1. What is your current relationship with the Holy Spirit?
Are you acknowledging your desperate need for the
Holy Spirit and depending on the Holy Spirit to teach
you and remind you all that Christ said and to
empower you?
2. What are the practical implications of “Not by might
nor by power but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts”
(Zec 4:6, ESV 2011)?
3. In 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Paul writes about the gifts of
the Holy Spirit which are God's empowerment for us
for ministry. Later on, in 1 Corinthians 12:27-31, Paul
talks about the appointments for ministry. Do you
know what is your calling and what is the gift the Holy
Spirit has given to you? Spend some time in
discussion and prayer concerning your calling and gift
from the Holy Spirit.
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Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love and purity.
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea.
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity.
--By Reginald Heber
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh064.sht
Access date: 24 February, 2014
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4. Praying
A mature Christian is a man of prayer. He, continuously,
brings all his burdens and expectations to the Lord by
“prayer and petition with thanksgiving” (Phil 4:6, HCSB).
For him, prayer is not a religious duty but a way of life.
Prayer is his most important tool and one of the most
powerful weapons that he uses everyday. However, his
focus is on who he is praying to first and second for what he
is praying. The focus is always on God, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit.
In his book “A Praying Life”, Paul Miller illustrates prayer as
a genuine heartfelt conversation with God. Just as a child
brings all his requests, burdens and even joy to his parents
so does a mature Christian.
A prideful man cannot pray because prayer is the outcome
of a broken, desperate and helpless man's cry for help. A
faithless man cannot pray because prayer is product of
believing in and trusting Jesus more then ourselves.
Prayer is a sign of humility and weakness and also hope
and trust in Jesus.
Submission in prayer
The mature Christian prays with a submissive attitude as
Jesus did:
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“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
(Mat 26:39).
Although Jesus prayed against being tortured and killed on
the cross, he still said “nevertheless, not as I will, but as you
will”. He still submitted to His Father's will, suffered, died on
the cross and rose again. Jesus' prayer was not a failure but
a perfect example of submission to the Father's will.
Paul's testimony in 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 is another good
example of submissive prayer. Paul “pleaded with the Lord”
three times about his problem. However, God did not relieve
Paul, but said that His grace is sufficient for him.
Jesus and Paul did not rebel against God when their
requests were not granted, but they simply submitted to
Father's decision.
Similarly, a mature Christian prays not stubbornly but
submissively.
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Questions for discussion
1. How is your prayer life? Do you struggle to pray like a
child? What could be the reason for the lack of prayer
in your life? (Hint: pride, too much self-confidence, too
little trust in Jesus).
2. Are you submissive or stubborn in your prayers? Are
you able to say “Father, this what I ask. Nevertheless,
let your will be done, not my will”?
3. What do you do when God does not grant you what
you ask?
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What a Friend We Have in Jesus
What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.
Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield thee;
thou wilt find a solace there.
--By Joseph M. Scriven (1820-1886)
www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh526.sht
Access date: 24 February, 2014
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5. Living by faith not by sight
A mature Christian is a heavenly man not an earthly man.
Although he lives and moves around the earth, his eyes are
fixed on Christ (Hebrew 12:2), his hopes and expectations
are based on heaven. His home is heaven and he is only a
visitor on earth (2 Cor 5:1). Thus he does not live by what he
sees and hears in this world but by what he hears from God.
By faith, he is saved (Eph 2:8) and by faith he lives (2 Cor
5:7).
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 3:20).
Thus the life of a mature Christian is marked with total trust
and dependence on Christ. His decisions are made based
on what Christ says not based on the wisdom of this world.
Biblical examples
One of the best examples of walking by faith, not by sight is
seen in Numbers 13:1-14:12 where Moses sends out twelve
spies. Only two out of the twelve spies, Joshua and Caleb,
were able to walk by faith. They were driven by what God
had said not by what they saw or heard around them.
However, the other ten spies were driven by the logic of this
world. Their decision was based on what they saw and
heard from people. They trusted their own logic and wisdom
rather than the promises of God.
20

Another good example of walking by faith is seen in Peter
walking on water (Mat 14:28-31). Peter stepped out by faith
in Christ and walked on water. Instead of his own logic and
the general wisdom of this world, he believed in what Jesus
said.
Challenge
What would you do? Would you step out and do something
absolutely contrary to the wisdom of this world just because
Christ said so? Would you believe in and trust Christ even if
it was contrary to the most basic logic?
The author of Hebrews says:
“By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God ...” (Heb 11:3).
Today, many liberal Christians reject the biblical account of
creation because it does not make sense, because it is
contrary to the wisdom of this world. Although they call
themselves Christians they do not believe and do not live by
faith? Their convictions and decisions are made based on
the wisdom of this world not based on what God said. A
mature Christian, however acts exactly the opposite way. He
sincerely believes in every word of God whether it makes
sense or not. His convictions and decisions are made based
on what God said, and not what they see and hear from the
world around.
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Questions for discussion
1. Read Ephesians 2:8 and discuss how you got saved.
Read Galatians 3:11; Romans 1:17 and Hebrews
10:38 and discuss how you should live.
2. What does the lives of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Rahab, Samuel and David have in common?
(hint: Hebrews 11).
3. To what extend are your convictions and decisions
made based on what Christ said?
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Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be.
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

--By Thomas Chisholm (1866–1960)
http://www.gospelmusiclyricsden.com/great-is-thyfaithfulness-hymn.shtml.
Access date: 24 February 2014
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6. Loving and graceful
A mature Christian is committed not only to Christ but also to
the body of Christ. As Christ is his eternal Lord, Christians
are his eternal family. He is committed to both a local church
and also the global body of Christ.
The local church is the visible expression of the body of
Christ. When we fail to commit to a local community of
believers we rob ourselves and others of the fullness of the
gospel. We experience Gods love more through people and
God wants us to share his love with others in community.
This loving unity among his followers is so important for
Jesus that He said:
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another. By this all people will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.” (Joh 13:34-35 ).
The rest of the world will know that we are Christians if they
see that we love one another and worship Christ together in
unity. Thus it is not an option but a commandment from
Jesus that we should love and be in unity with one another.
Over the years, I have seen some Christians badmouthing
others from other churches and denominations. I have seen
pastors trying to “steal” the Christians from other churches. I
have seen Christians saying that others are not Christians
24

because they believe in miracles and prophecies, or
because they do not pray in tongues, do not belong to our
local church or do not sing the same worship songs that we
sing. Sadly, I myself made some of these mistakes too. Such
an attitude is neither pleasing to God, nor is it a mark of a
mature Christian. On the contrary, one of the marks of a
mature Christian is graceful love towards other Christians
even if they are from other denominations and other
churches.
If we cannot humble ourselves and love other Christians with
grace and mercy, we gain nothing as Paul emphasised in 1
Corinthians 13:1-3.
We must also remember what Jesus said in Matthew12:15.
“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste,
and no city or house divided against itself will stand.”
(Mat 12:25).
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Questions for discussion
1. Consider your own attitude towards other Christians.
Have you been accusative and prideful towards other
Christians from other churches and denominations? If
necessary, confess your sin to one another and pray.
2. Read Philippians 2:1-11. If Christ humbled himself
even to the point of death because of His love for
people, how much should you humble yourselves and
love those people who follow Christ?
3. Read Romans 15:1-7. How then shall we live in the
light of this passage? How shall those of us who know
the Scriptures well and are filled with the Spirit, treat
other Christians who are not so knowledgeable and
close to the Lord?
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Let There Be Love
Let there be love shared among us
Let there be love in our eyes
May now Your love sweep this nation
Cause us, O Lord, to arise
Give us a fresh understanding
Of brotherly love that is real
Let there be love shared among us
Let there be love
--http://www.higherpraise.com/lyrics/love/love853233.htm
Access date: February 21, 2014.
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7. Persecuted and persevering
While the mature Christians are loving, graceful and united
in Christ, they are hated by the rest of the world because of
their commitment to Jesus.
Indeed, as Jesus was hated and persecuted, so are His
followers.
Warning His followers, Jesus said:
“and you will be hated by all for my name's sake.”
(Mat 10:22).
“They will hand you over to be persecuted and will
kill you. You will be hated by all nations because of
my name.” (Mat 24:9).
Beginning with Stephan (Act 7:54-60), followers of Christ
were hated and persecuted again and again throughout the
history. Knowing this reality of persecution, Paul wrote to his
spiritual son Timothy that “all who desires to live a godly life
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Tim 3:12).
Firstly it was the Jews who persecuted Jesus (Joh 18-19)
and His followers (Act 8:1-3). Then the Roman emperors
such as Nero (A.D. 37-68), Decius (A.D. 249-251), Valerian
(A.D. 254-260), Diocletian (A.D. 284-305) and Galerius (A.D.
305-311) have persecuted and massacred Christians until
A.D. 313 (Renwick and Harman 2004). In later centuries the
Roman Catholic Church, Hitler and the Communist
governments and Muslims persecuted and killed Christians
in big numbers. Today, all overt the world the most notorious
and the most wide-spread persecutor of Christians are the
radical Muslims. Since the 9/11 attacks there has been an
unprecedented increase in Islamic violence against
28

Christians all over the world. It is very probable that in the
days to come Islamic persecution of Christians may increase
in its frequency and intensity. Knowing this a mature
Christian is determined to persevere and continue following
Jesus.
However all Christians will not respond to persecution in the
same way. Instead many will fall away, betray Jesus, follow
the compromising false prophets and false gospels such as
the prosperity gospel, the new age movement, interfaith
dialogue, the homosexual agenda, Chrislam and many
others. Therefore in His warnings about persecution Jesus
said:
“But the one who endures to the end will be saved”
(Mat 10:22, NET).
“But the person who endures to the end will be
saved” (Mat 24:13NET).
Thus a mature Christian is aware of the reality of
persecution and is still determined to be faithful to Jesus and
His family to the very end even if it cost him his life.
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Questions for discussion
1. Read John 15:18-21. What are the chances that you
will be persecuted because of Jesus? What could be
the reasons if you are not persecuted?
2. Read Matthew 10:34-39. Discuss the implications of
this passage for your life as a Christian.
3. Why do you think Paul said “ all who desires to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (1 Tim
3:12)? Is it possible to be a genuine Christian and not
be persecuted?
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Blessed Be Your Name
Blessed Be Your Name
In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name
Blessed Be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed Be Your name
Every blessing You pour out
I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be'
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name
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Every blessing You pour out
I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name
You give and take away
You give and take away
My heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be Your name
--By Matt Redman
http://www.lyricsbox.com/matt-redman-lyrics-blessed-be-yourname-pfs45jc.html.
Access date: February 21, 2014.
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Conclusion
In this little booklet I have tried to teach about the seven
most essential characteristics of a mature Christian. These
seven characteristics are (1) being Christ centred, (2) being
Bible based, (3) total dependence on the Holy Spirit, (4)
praying, (5) living by faith not by sight, (5) being loving and
graceful to other Christians and (7) persevering when
persecuted. As indicated before, these seven are not all the
characteristics of a mature Christian but they are some of
the most essential ones.
If we are not Christ centred, we cannot even call ourselves
Christian as Christianity is all about Christ. The Bible is the
only authentic and reliable record of Christ's revelation. Thus
our faith in Christ has to be Bible based. Otherwise, we will
be deceived and tossed around by all kinds of lies and
rumours. The Holy Spirit is God's supernatural
empowerment for the believers and without Him we cannot
even generate faith in God. Thus we are desperately in need
of the Holy Spirit's presence and empowerment in our lives.
Prayer is the outcome of recognizing our weakness and our
faith in God. Thus we pray like a child that asks his father's
help. However, we know that God is the ultimate authority
and He may choose not to grant us what we ask. In such
cases, we humble ourselves and accept God's will as Jesus
did on the cross. Christianity is a life of faith in Jesus, thus
we walk by faith and absolute trust in all Jesus said. We aim
to base all our decisions on the Word of God rather than the
wisdom and logic of this world. Christ instructed us to love
and accept one another. Thus we gracefully and lovingly
embrace other Christians. However, as the world hated and
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persecuted Christ, so will they continue to hate and
persecute the followers of Christ. Nevertheless, we shall
persevere and continue walking by faith in Christ not by
what we see or experience in this world. So that the name of
our Father in Heaven shall be exalted on earth by the way
we live here.
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